Our bipartisan Commissioners will receive testimony from current and former state and federal government officials, legal experts, academics, and civil society actors. Panelists will discuss voter access, including federal voting rights enforcement efforts after the 2006 reauthorization of the temporary provisions of the VRA, and the impact of the Shelby County v. Holder decision on the Department of Justice's enforcement strategies and priorities.
We will also offer an open comment period in which members of the public will be able to address the Commission. Individuals who wish to participate should sign-up at the briefing. Each individual will have up to three (3) minutes to speak, with spots allotted on a first-come, first-serve basis; forty (40) spots will be available during the two-hour period. The first half of the available slots will be available for sign-up during the morning (10:40 a.m.) and lunch breaks (12:20 p.m.). The second half of the available slots will be available for sign-up during the afternoon break (2:50 p.m.), until all available slots are filled.
In addition, the Commission welcomes the submission of additional material for consideration as we prepare our report. Please submit such information to VotingRights@usccr.gov no later than Monday March 19, 2018.
The event will live-stream. If attending in person, we ask that you RSVP to publicaffairs@usccr.gov. Persons with disabilities who need accommodation should contact Pamela Dunston at 202-376-8105 or at access@usccr.gov at least seven (7) business days before the date of the meeting. • Ezra Rosenberg, Co-Director of the Voting Rights Project at the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. • Michelle Bishop, Disability Advocacy Specialist for Voting Rights at the National Disability Rights Network.
• Michael J. Pitts, Professor of Law at Indiana University.
• Cleta Mitchell, Partner at Foley & Larder LLP.
• John Fund, Columnist for the National Review.
• Anita Earls, Former Executive Director at the Southern Coalition for Social Justice.
• John Merrill, Secretary of State of Alabama. • Individuals who wish to participate in the open public comment period should signup at the briefing. Each individual will have up to three (3) minutes to speak, with spots allotted on a first-come, first-serve basis; forty (40) spots will be available during the two-hour period. The first half of the available slots will be available for sign-up during the morning (10:40 a.m.) and lunch breaks (12:20 p.m.) of the briefing. The second half of the available slots will be available for sign-up during the afternoon break (2:50 p.m.) until all available slots are filled. 
XI. Adjourn

